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Das Problem der Gegebenheit. Von Paul Stern. Berlin, Bruno Cassi- 
rer, 1903. — pp. viii, 79. 

In this little volume, the author makes a vigorous protest against the 
psychological tendencies in modern philosophy. The main contention 
upon which the polemic is based is that there is no given, at least no merely 
' given ' anywhere upon which we may build, and that what seems to be 
given is permeated throughout by rational elements. We can never have 
truth or a philosophical understanding of the universe, if we merely build 
outward or upward from discrete sensations and ideas. What philosophy 
really needs is an examination of the processes involved in working over 
the materials of sense, which will enable us to get away from dead sensation 
to the universal and necessary laws that give real causal connection and 
the infinities of space and time. 

Much of the author's argument is directed against men of straw. The 
conceptions of associationism and of the bare 'given' that he attacks are 
not held to-day, if they were ever held in the form that he gives to them. 
Practically every plea which he makes would be heartily seconded by most 
psychologists, were there occasion for it. It would not be unfair to the 
author to reinterpret his argument as directed against the conceptions of the 
' given, ' current half a century ago, and as favoring those of the present day. 

W. B. PlLLSBURY. 

University of Michigan. 

L' 'annee philosophique , publiee sous la direction de F. Pillon. Douzieme 
annee, 1901. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1902. — pp. 312. 

The twelfth volume of L 'annee philosophique contains the following 
contributions to philosophy: (1) "L'oeuvre de Socrate," by Brochard ; 
(2) " Sur la logique des Stoiciens," by Hamelin ; (3) " Le Trait6 de 
I'sime d'Aristote," by Robin ; (4) " Essai sur la categorie de l'etre," by 
Dauriac ; (5) "La critique de Bayle," by the Editor; (6) ' * Bibliographie 
philosophique francaise de 1' annee 1901," also by the Editor. 

In the first article Brochard, depending on the works of Zeller and 
Boutroux, takes the three following points as historically established and 
as points of departure for his essay : (1) Socrates marks the transition from 
ethics as a proverbial philosophy to ethics as a science ; (2) the science of 
ethics in the hands of Socrates has for its fundamental business the deter- 
mination and definition of ethical concepts ; (3) the concepts of Socrates 
are of an immediately practical nature, rejecting at this point the thesis of 
Fouillee which makes Socrates at once metaphysician and moralist. The 
Socratic ethics, by resolving virtue into knowledge, issued in a definition of 
morality purely formal and inadequate. Plato and Aristotle continued 
Socraticism by supplementing its one-sided intellectualism by a functional 
theory of the Good, and by a psychological treatment of the moral relation 
of the feelings to reason. 



